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NEW YEAR’S ARCHAEOLAND

or before Father Christmases

and Santa Clauses came around




New year!
New dreams!
New excitement!

How many new hopes are born in the new
year!

How many secret wishes made at colorfully
shining Christmas trees do Father Christmases
and Santa Clauses have to remember?!..

However!

Because you have learnt so much with
‘Archaeoland’, given correct answers to
interactive questions that you have deserved
Father Christmases’ and Santa Clauses’ special
attention. You have got across the

Stone Age, the Eneolithic, the Bronze

Age, you are aware of how mankind

was changed by the discovery of iron

and how our native country went

through all these epochs; you have &




got fascinated by the world of the Classical antiquity and made friends
with medieval knights too... Because it is the third new year you have met
together with ‘Archaeoland’! This is why well-deserved holidays, colorful
festivals and lovely gifts await you! ‘Archaeoland’ also prepared a surprise
for you: it is inviting you to the Christmas tree!

We know that in the new year you are particularly interested in what ancient
mystery is held in the wishes made at a Christmas tree! When did the first Christmas
tree emerge? Which tree is the predecessor of a Christmas tree (fir tree)? How did
kalanda chichilaki (hazel sticks with whittled pegs) come around? When and how did
the New Year become a festive occasion? Shall we look for the beginning of present
celebrations in ancient rituals?

Thus, the main characters of our Neew
year's ‘Archaeoland’ are eight-year-old Lizzi
Cholokashvili ~ and  seven-year-old  Irakli
Giorgadze. Follow them and act as guides for
our seven-year-old compatriot Luka Gulbani,
who has been the companion of ‘Archaeoland’
for a long time and is learning about the past
of our sunny country in the mists of Finland.

So, archaeologist Nino Kupradze is leading
them to the presents twinkling at the bottom
of the Christmas tree, but, meanwhile... we
stop at the source of the Tree of Lifel

You stop here, too, learn, perceive, and, most
importantly, go along the road from rituals to
celebrations that God has granted Georgia!
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AND, HERE IS THE 3157 OF DECEMBER!
ROV TPy T

The whole world and the families of
each of us are busy in joyful bustle;
we are preparing special dishes; some
homes are filled with exhilarating smell
of gozinaki and satsivi, in others one
can feel cheerful aroma of cinnamon
and ginger, in some places the steam
of roast turkey and quince twirl to the
ceiling... All this is absorbed by the
earth with greedy joy and the world
expects advent of the New Year when
the clock strikes twelve.

Wintertime windows are brightened
with the glitter of our Christmas trees.
Frost competes with colorful toys
of Christmas trees. | wonder who
will frame the fluffy fir trees more
beautifully and elegantly — a tkashmapa
or ochikochi, elf or fairy, dwarf and




hobgoblin or you, trying to add more attractive garlands to your Christmas
tree, forget all the past offences in its coziness and prepare to welcome the
bright future on the New Year’s Eve?!

When and why was the
Christmas tree first decorated?

According to a Dbeautiful
legend, when Jesus Christ
was born, all the trees
offered gifts to Him: a cherry
tree — cherries, an apple tree-
apples, and so on. Only the
fir tree stood silently, crying.
[t did not dare to approach
the baby as it was concerned
not to scratch the newly born
God. They say Jesus was not
offended that the fir tree had
not offered a gift, on the
contrary, He appreciated its
consideration and adorned
the embarrassed tree with
sweets and toys.




OO OO

This is why we decorate fir trees to

[ d
2 celebrate Christmas! .

However, another tradition holds that once, on the days prior to Christmas, pensive
Martin Luther was walking through a snow-covered fir-grove. The moonlight fell on
the snow and was shining like a rippling sea in the sunset... Martin Luther was so
overwhelmed by the beauty of the landscape that he decided to somehow bring it
into his home. For this reason, on Christmas night he put a bouquet woven with
beach branches on the table and decorated it with candles. Soon




there appeared such ‘bouquets’

on the tables of every family in

Germany. Then people added

ribbons and fruit. Later, the beech
was replaced with fir... Then cotton and
figures made of cardboard took the place
of the ribbons and the fruits. Afterwards,
luminary garlands were created, and then
fluffy and elegant fir trees were adorned
with glass and porcelain toys.

In short,

the 18™-19t

centuries are

considered to
be the period
of spreading

the tradition
of a fir tree in
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WHAT ABOUT GEORGIA?
LI S L e

We, Georgians, have two New Years and two Christmas trees! We like working hard,
and we love feasting, too. It means that we celebrate the New Year and the ancestral
kalanda! There appeared a fir tree on earth and, indeed, we accepted it with delight,
but we never forget our kalanda and chichilaki. Yes, we have celebrated the New Year
with Christmas trees and decorated chichilakis with hawthorn berries.

Apparently, we wanted to
somehow exhilarate the longest
and coldest nights... Therefore,
on 31 December we have been

meeting the advent of the New

Year together with the whole

world with proper
joy and  then
stormy  January
starts raging.




e ) According to Sulkhan-Saba’s
dictionary, our joyful kalanda,
or kalandra — means the
beginning of the year, ‘New

Year’. The chichilaki, known as a

“Georgian Christmas tree’, is connected

to the name of St. Basil. Kalanda is

mainly spread in western Georgia. The
kalanda Christmas tree, or chichilaki,
was made from raw branches of hazel
by the Gurians. Chichilaki was a ritual
object which was made specially for
the New Year. It used to be decorated
with  red hawthorn berries, often
with dry fruit, ivy leaves and sweets

in tasseled wrappings. In Guria and
Imereti everybody tried to put up a
chichilaki in their families for New
Years’ days. The chichilaki adorned for

kalanda occupied an important place on the festive
platter laid on the New Year’s Eve. On the day before
Baptism chichilaki had to be burnt in order to send
unpleasant things off together with its ashes.

This tradition is still pracrticed, which means that in
every region of Georgia chichilakis flaunt themselves
as a symbol of abundance next to beautifully adorned
Christmas trees introduced from Europe. Thus, it
gradually loses the function of a ritual object.




By the way, Deer Rudolf and Santa
Clause are also happy to be friends with
chichilaki. Your compatriots living abroad
had introduced kalanda chichilaki to the
realms of Santa Clauses. Yes! And we
were informed about it from Lapland
by the companion of our New Year's
‘Archaeoland’, little Luka Gulbani, who
lives in Finland.

Mystery > secret.
Ritual - symbolic action.
Tkashmapa > beautiful forest deity with golden hair, ruler of the beasts.

Ochokochi » guardian deity of beasts in Georgian mythology who lives in
the forest.

Elfs > supernatural creatures of tales in Germanic,
Scandinavian and Celtic folklore.

Landscape > genre of fine arts (painting) depicting
nature.

Hobgoblin - harmful  dwarf in  Georgian
mythology, evil-doer.




Martin Luther -  German monk, priest, professor, theologian and

church reformer.

Theology > the study of the nature of God and religious belief.

Reform > alteration of something.

Garland » woven flowers, leaves, branches which rooms, buildings, etc.
are decorated with during festivals.

Tradition =

Sulkhan-Saba =

A
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rituals and customs that have
been  formed  historically
and are passed down from
generation to generation.

Sulkhan-Saba Orbeliani,
Ceorgian author, scientist,
politician of the 17th century
who created the explanatory
dictionary of  Georgian
language — ‘The Georgian
Dictionary’ (“bucket of
words™).




Hawthorn berry - fruit growing in
Imereti..

Raw = fresh.

Saint Basil > martyr in Christian
church.

Platter > large flat dish or plate
for serving food.

And yet, why specifically chichilaki and fir tree?

You must have noticed that the trees you see
from your window, in the gardens and streets,
in the mountains or on plains are diverse.
Some are huge with stretched out branches,
others are leafed; sometimes they are tall and
slim with sparse leaves, etc. However, there is
one thing they have in common — each tree
aspires to the sky. All the trees, let

them be coniferous or deciduous,

are gifted with far bigger and

more supernatural qualities than

you can imagine.




)’ According to ancient beliefs, the tree
regulated outer space as welll It had the
leading part in nearly all the rituals. Due to
this peoples of different countries adorned

them with various epithets, for example, ‘the Tree

of Life’, ‘The Tree of Knowledge’, ‘The Image of
the World" (‘lmago Mundi’ or ‘Arbor Vitae’), etc.

tree is a symbol of
life, fertility, eternal

rotation and the visible
axis of the Earthl!

For Sumerians, the Tree of Life
was something that connects the
sky and the earth. They believed
that when flood destroyed
everything, only then there
would appear the great axis
and it was the Tree of Life — the
mediator between the sky and
the earth.

Yes, in the culture of peoples
of the world the phenomenon
of the Tree of Life is weird
and interesting. Actually, every
country, city or a religious center
in the world has depicted the
tree as a symbol of aspiration,
life and fertility, the tree — the
axis linking the sky and the earth.




“A long time ago there was no sovereignty in the
world and humans were reigned by gods: then the
divine power descended from the sky and a mortal
was put in charge of performing it. The first thing
this king did was to plant a date palm in his garden™
(from Agadian texts).

Now you think that in ancient times kings built so
many beautiful gardens because the tree was an
expression of life and fertility! Probably you are
correct!

In 1937 archaeologist Boris Kuftin discovered a silver
bowl dated to the second millennium BC in Trialeti.
[t depicts a strange procession of men in fox masks.

And do you know what, alongside the deity, the
main figure of the bowl is? It is the Tree of Life! It is
the tree that the masked are carrying the offering to!

Thus, rituals were largely performed near
trees. For example, in the mountainous
Megrelia they held ‘urtkhaoba’. The
people of Megrelia would select a
thousand-year-old yew tree, go to it with
offering, pray and implore

it to grant them all the

best. In Pshav-Khevsureti

they would worship the

“oak tree angel”.




The practice of believing in

the power of the tree has

long history in  Georgia.

Adoration was  expressed

towards the patron of the
woods (Mizitkhu) and they celebrated
appearance of the first flowers in honor
of this deity. In Megrelia it was Tkashi
mapa — the queen of the woods, in
Svaneti — Dali. The queens of the woods
had long hair; they were beautiful and
cheerful.

Both in Georgia and abroad archaeologists have
discovered plenty of construction details of roofs
referred to as antefix. They contain symbols of the
cross and the tree of life and they were mainly
used to cover the houses of the rich. The earliest
of them is the one from Mtskheta which dates to
the fourth century. If you look closer at its figure
with stretched arms, you will visualize the Tree of
Life, which has features of fertility in the shape of
a pomegranate or apple on the extremities and
a symbol of cross on the top, i.e. it is an exact
repetition of chichilaki!

A similar interesting antefix has been revealed in
Tsebelda, etc.




Thus, belief, the tree, chichilaki and

the science of archaeology are closely
connected with one another.
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You already know that chichilaki is the Georgian tree of life. But what is the link
between our New Year's tree with the sky and the cosmos?

As | have already told you, chichilaki was made just before the New Year’s Eve from
hazel branches. It was mounted with a cross woven of vine and was adorned with
a crown decorated with ivy leaves and wild hazel shoots. Then apples and pellets,
so called “cockerels”, pomegranates and other fruits were hung on it. It was the
indication of new year’s happiness and the center of warmth.

Thus, not only is the Georgian depiction of the center of the universe — chichilaki —
the symbol of fertility and welfare, but with its ‘rays’ it is associated with the sun as

well.

On Kalanda’s eve in Guria they
would kill a sow, bake bread,
carry chichilaki to vineyards and
maze fields which
would radiate

warmth of the sun

from its rays, while

its cross would bless

the future.




)y This is how it was before and is now!

And before the chichilakis of the year 2021 circle the borders of Guria, we
are going to find out about Saturnalia and European Christmas trees.

In Europe, too, a Christmas tree is associated with the ascent of the light. It turned
out that a real, big and festive Christmas tree emerged during a Roman festival of
‘Saturnalia’. In this celebration an evergreen tree was to express the departure of the
old year and the birth of the new one and, consequently, the Romans adorned their
temples with fir trees. They regarded fir trees as the sign of eternal life.

[t was a public celebration W“iﬁ‘“i-
which was arranged in honor ‘f?i{ﬁ;'
of Saturn, god of fertility,

and took place after the field

works had been finished.

Saturnalia was celebrated by

the Romans at the end of

December and the carnival

mood reigned in the city

during a period of one week.

Feasts were held, slaves were

generously entertained with hospitality by their masters and there was limitless joy
everywhere! At this time everyone enjoyed equal rights, there was no room for feud,
hostility and confrontation. Courts temporarily stopped legal actions. No convicts
were punished, and it was forbidden to even think about wars!




During Saturnalia, people would give each other
gifts like headdresses, spoons, bowls, candles and
ceramic dolls. They would also send funny short
letters and limericks to each other. Emperors
would arrange festive games and during breaks
attenders were handed out gifts on their order.

To make a long story short, Saturnalia was a
festival of love — joyful and generous, which is
why it presented such a beautiful and elegant
thing to the world as Christmas trees ornately
decorated for the New Year in our houses!




Aspire > attempt of fulfilling a strong desire.

Ascent -  going up, achieving physical and spiritual heights.
Supernatural = inexplicable, unknowable.
Epithet > poetic explanation.

Eternal > everlasting.

Symbol > conventional sign.

Symbolics - set of symbols.

Visible - something that can be seen.




|
Sumerians - ancient people of southern

Mesopotamia who created one
of the ancient civilizations in the
history of mankind.

The divine power descended from the sky -
kingship established on the earth.

Mortal - not immortal, an ordinary human.

Agadian > a language.

Procession > marching.

Offering > something, such as fruit, vessels, etc. offered to an idol.
Worship - expression of great respect.

Antefix > a tile terminating with an image of cross.

Fertility > reproduction.

Shoot - young branch.

Association = link between conceptions, i.e. when we see
something that brings back memories.

Carnival > public celebration with dancing, games and ﬁ
masquerade.
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Feud > hostility.

Convict »  person found guilty.
Headdress - head cover.
Candle » icon lamp.

Ethic - morality.

Boris Kuftin

Russian-born archaeologist who made great contribution to the development
of Georgian archaeology. He was an academician of the Academy of Sciences
of Georgia. He worked at the Georgian State Museum. He researched

archaeological sites in Georgia. Kuftin discovered and studied Trialeti Culture.
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Thus, you already know what a chichilaki has in common
with a Christmas tree; what differences and similarities
. there are between Kalanda and the New Year and you
can also understand that all of their symbols appeal for your
mastering high morality and spiritual wealth, which you find

easy, because radiant chichilakis remind you every New Year
that you are a child of the sun.

Yes, many, many years ago, while whittling a chichilaki, your
peers had said:

"The Sun is my mother,

The Moon is my father,

- ~ - Blinking stars are
ORI
.

My sisters and brothers.”

Thus, everything will work out for you, you
just have to study hard and often travel
with ‘Archaeoland™!

And now Lizzie, Irakli and Luka will put
questions; answer the questions and send
them at: archaeologicalunit@

heritagesites.ge or come and bring your answers at: 5, Tabukashvili Street,

the Archaeology Unit, National Agency for Cultural Heritage Preservation

of Georgia.
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What is mystery?
What is ritual?
Who is Tkashmapa?

C Ochokochi?
) )

EIf?

) O Hobgoblin?

What is landscape?

Who was Martin Luther?
What is theology?
Reform or?

What is a garland?

What is tradition?




Who was Sulkhan-Saba?

What is hawthorn berry?

Raw, or?

Who was Saint Basil?
What is platter?
What is abundance?
What is aspiration?
Ascent or?

What is supernatural?

What is epithet? What is Agadian?

What is eternal? What is
procession?
What is symbol?
Offering?
Visible or?

Who are Sumerians?

There was no reign or earth, or?

What is to perform? ﬁ
X




Worship?
Antefix?

Fertility?

What is a shoot?
Association, or?
What is eternal?
What is carnival?
Hostility, or?

What is a court?

2l Efe

Who is convicted?
What is a headdress?
Candle. Or?

What is morality?

Who was Boris Kuftin?
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Abakelia Nino, Ancient Cosmological

Conceptions and Ancient Religious Symbols in the
Georgians” Cultural Memory.

Abakelia Nino, Symbol and Ritual in Georgian Culture.

Abakelia Nino, Symbolic Semiotic of the Sacral Tree
Connected to Life Cycle.

Abzianidze Zaza, Elashvili Ketevan, lllustrated
Encyclopedia of Symbols.

Bardavelidze Vera, Deity Barbar-Babar.
Kiknadze Zurab, Georgian Mythology, Cross and Congregation.
Surguladze Irakli. Symbolic of Georgian Folk Ornaments.

Chitaia Giorgi. Motif of the Tree of Life in Lazi Ornament.




Eliade M. 1978 Myths, Rites
Symbols.

Eliade 1958. Patterns in comparative
religion. New York.1958

Porpola Simo.1993. Jurnal of Near Eastern
Studies.Volume 52. The University of Chicago
press.

The Assyrian tree of life Tracing the origins of
Jewish Monotheism and Greek Philosophy (161-169).

Bappasenuase Bepa- [ipeBHellunMe pennurnosHblie BepoBaHWs M obpagoBoe rpaduyeckoe
NCKYCCTBO MPY3NHCKUX MNEMEH.

Extracts from Georgian folk poems, poems by Ana Kalandadze and Khatuna Cheishvili.




